
Big idea: a godly response to Jesus's love is obedience?


Icebreaker: 
Q. Have you ever been the underdog?
Q.why do people love underdog stories so much.

Or

Q. As a parent why do we say "because I said so" to our kids? Do you think that 

that is always effective?  
 
Luke 10:1-9 
Q.what do we know about Zacchaeus?
Q. How would he have been revered or thought of in his town? Why? 
Q. Why did he climb a tree and avoid the crowd?
Q. Why might he have been eager to see Jesus? 
Q. How is Jesus's interaction with Zacchaeus surprising? 
Q. How does the crowd feel about Jesus's interaction (Jesus takes on their 
hostility)
Q. How does Zacchaeus respond to Jesus's call and attendance? Why?
Q. How could someone with such a bad reputation change so dramatically?
Q. How can we respond (negatively or positively) when Jesus or someone trying 
to be like Jesus gets involved in our life the way Jesus got involved in Zacchaeus's?
Q. How should we respond? 
Q. Why do you resist obedient change sometimes? 
Q. What can help us have to right reaction to a call to obey? 
Q. Why do we need to have a deeper understanding of Jesus' s inventing love and 
its protection?

A deeper understanding of God will help you to respond the way that he wants 
us to. We need to be obedient but we are not called to be blindly obedient. The 
bible supplies us with countless reasons to love God and respond with 
obedience! Decide today to study the bible and look to deepen your appreciation 
so that obedience is a privilege not a burden. 



Big idea: obedience can only be done his way (only one way to obey); God has a 

standard and it trumps our inclinations and feelings no matter the circumstance. 
 
Icebreaker: 
Activity: play musical chairs with the music low in the other room (whether you 
hear the music or just think you hear it the rules of the game still apply)

Or

Q: when is it okay to break a law (discuss and debate)  
 
 
Q. What's a rule or a law that you don't like? Why don't you like it?
Q. What are some consequences of not obeying God


2 Samuel 6:1-10 
Q. What made the ark of the covenant important? (Feel free to reference 
Indianna Jones)
Q. Why would David want to bring it back to Jerusalem?
Q. What the overall feeling or atmosphere as they brought back the ark? 
(Reverent celebration)
Q. Why did Uzzah steady the ark?
Q. What might have been going through Uzzah's mind as he stuck out his hand?
Q. How might Uzzah have justified his action?
Q. What happened to Uzzah?
Q. How do you feel about God doing that?
Q. Why did God do that? 
Q. Why weren't Uzzah's feeling more powerful than Gods standard?
Q. Did the circumstance or Uzzah's feelings change Gods standard? Why not?
Q. What was a time when you felt justified against Gods standard?
Q. What is the consequence of that today?
Q. What can we do to not be like Uzzah/ How can you value Gods standard the 
most?

The ark of the covenant was made to be a source of blessing and salvation. (Vs 
9-10) 
Q. How did the source of salvation and blessing become the death of Uzzah



Q. Why should we make sure we follow Gods standard no matter what the 
circumstance? (It will be like the covenant and will bless us if we obey)

Gods standard, like the ark, is meant to provide for us but when we twist it or 
disobey it, the results are often disastrous, especially within our relationship with 
God. Make a decision today to take the word of God more seriously than you 
ever have. Study the bible with the intent of looking for things you are not 
obeying and seek help in obeying His word in our world today!



 



BIG IDEA - To expose how people of faith rebel against God by not submitting to His authority.  To 
call them to a heart of submission not matter the circumstance.

Text - Jonah 1:1-3, 1:17 - 2:10, 3:1-4:11

Ice Breaker - Cops & Crooks
1. Chose 2 volunteers, one to be the “Cop”, the other to be the “Crook”
2. Make a list of rules adults have to abide by (i.e. pay taxes, inspect car, take out trash) and write them 

on strips of paper to be put in bucket and passed around BT, enough for at least 5-6 people
3. As BT participants draw rules, “Cop” & “Crook” have 30 secs to convince individual why they 

should, or shouldn’t, abide by that rule.  Whoever wins gets the individual gets a point

Interpretation:
• Who was Jonah?  What was Jonah called to do?  What did he do instead?  
• Was God calling Jonah to do something bad?  How do we know?
• Why, then, was Jonah unwilling to submit to God’s authority?
• How did the Ninevites respond to God’s authority?  
• What would have happened if they didn’t hear God’s commands, his message?
• What, eventually, made Jonah submit to God’s authority?
• Did Jonah think he was justified in rebelling against God, or not?  How do we know?

Application/Implication Questions
• Jonah was given direction when the “word of the Lord” came to him. 

• How does God give us direction?
• The bible calls us to live a certain way if we believe in and follow God.  

• What areas - in your own life - are the hardest to obey?
• Jonah fled to Tarshish when he didn’t want to obey God.  

• In what ways can we flee when we don’t want to submit to God’s authority, his command?
• Jonah didn’t submit to God’s command until God saved his life 

• At what point do we decide its ok to submit to God’s authority?  Why isn’t God’s word enough?
• If we won’t submit to God’s commands when its plainly in the scriptures, then who’s authority are 

we living by?  How do we know? 
• When the Ninevites heard the message, they responded 

• What does it take for us to respond the way the Ninevites did?  
• What happens - ultimately - if we fail to submit to God’s authority? What’s the danger?

• Jonah believed he was justified in rebelling against God, given his temper-tantrum afterwards
• How can we be deceived into justifying our rebellion against God?
• What helps us to appreciate God’s authority in our lives?
• What greater purpose does God provide for us in submitting to his authority?

Final Charge
• God calls us to respond to his commands by submitting to his authority, not matter the circumstance
• If we continue to rebel against his authority, like Jonah, we’ll only be frustrated by circumstances we 

can’t control, and worse, consequences we can’t avoid
• How will our bible discussion today call you to stop rebelling and live under God’s authority?

Undercover Campaign - Week 3 BT

Extend invitation to guests to study the Bible and learn more... 



BIG IDEA - To demonstrate that no matter the authority we’re under, God always has a plan for it 
despite our experiences under that authority, and to respond with a godly attitude.

Text - 1 Peter 2:13 -23

Ice Breaker Questions
• Who here has ever been mistreated by someone in authority?
• Has anyone here ever mistreated others with the authority they had?
• How did it make you feel?
• What was the final outcome of that experience?
• What did you learn from that mistreatment?  From mistreating someone else?

Interpretation Questions:
• What, according to that passage, is the reason we should submit to human authority?
• How are we supposed to treat authorities over us?
• How are slaves supposed to live under their masters?

• Note: The greek for “slave” here is oikétēs (oy-ket'-ace) – properly, a household-servant working 
for a family, implying it is done with affection and devotion.

• Why are slaves to bear under harsh treatment from their masters? 
• What example do they have for responding that way?
• What did Jesus understand about God to bear under harsh treatment from authorities?

Application/Implication Questions
• Peter states our submission to any authority should be governed by our reverence for God

• What factors generally determine how we feel about authority?
• What usually has to be true for us to feel ok about submitting?

• We’re called to treat authorities with respect, honor, and submission
• What authorities, in your life, do you most frequently interact with?
• In what ways do we demonstrate respect/honor/submission to those authorities?
• What conflicts do we feel when we don’t want to treat authorities that way?

• As a servant or follower of God, the passage calls us to submit to even harsh treatment
• What reasons do we give for rebelling against harsh treatment from authorities?
• How did Jesus respond to unfair/harsh treatment?  Why?
• What would’ve happened if Jesus decided to rebel against the treatment he received?
• What, then, should govern our response more than our sense of right or wrong?
• What’s the purpose of submitting in such a way? 
• What example has God allowed you to play in submitting to authority?

• Jesus serves as an example of what true submission looks like, no matter the circumstance
• What are some practical ways for dealing with harsh treatment?
• What changes do we need to make to respond with a better attitude towards any type of authority?

Final Charge
• Any authority we encounter is to be received as though we’re serving God 
• If we don’t submit to authority, we miss out on God’s plan
• How will our discussion tonight change the way you react to the authorities God has placed in your 

life?

Undercover Campaign - Week 4 BT



This Family devotional is geared to help a family (especially kids) learn how to 
correct disobedience and repent to obey instead.


Story: Samson (judges 13-16) you should not read all of this. Have an adult 
summarize the story reading about Samson's birth and his redemption. It is 
suggested that you substitute his disobedience with foreign women with a more 
general or age appropriate disobedience of Gods will and commands. 

Q. What happens when we disobey? Who do we hurt?
Q. Why are there rules to obey?
Q. What should we do if we disobey?

Skit: have an adult narrate the story of Samson as Samson disobeys God and 
befriends the Philistines as they harass Gods people. (Like befriending a group of 
friends at school that make fun of your real friends and family). This hurt God and 
eventually Samson gets put in prison by the Philistines. Then build a fort with 
couch cushions and have young Samson pray to obey God and destroy the fort. 
(Keep the destruction under control as it is not a fit of rage but an act of 
obedience) 

Then to modernize the story and give some examples of disobedience vs 
obedience, play REWIND.

Rewind: have mom and dad or a group of adults act out a recent scenario or 
problem zone when the kids are having a hard time obeying. The adults should 
overemphasize the disobedience and towards the end let the kids yell pause. 
Then ask what should have been done differently. How can the scene be tweaked 
to show obedience. Then let the kids play the role of the adults after rewinding. 
Allow the kids to put into practice the repenting obedience they had just 
discussed. This should allow for laughs and practical application and co versatile 
about obedience as a family. 

Memory verse: "children obey your parents in The Lord, for this is right." 

Eph 6:1 



Undercover Campaign -  Family Devo  

 Activity - God’s Authority, God’s Servant

Objective: To show that even when we feel mistreated, God’s always in control and has a plan
Preparation:

• On strips of paper, write out quick chores to be completed around house, (i.e. clean a dish,
organize stack of books, take out trash, etc.) as many chores as there are members in household.  
You can add more if you like.  Make sure chores are equal in time and work requirement.

• On another set of paper strips, write out God’s Authority - as many as there are members of
household - minus 1 member.  For the last member, write God’s Servant on paper.

• IE - 6 members of household, 5 strips God’s Authority, 1 strip God’s Servant
• Find 2 buckets (hat or other object) to draw strips of paper out of for each set of paper strips

Directions:
1. Tell household your going to play a game
2. Have everyone sit in a circle
3. Pass around God’s bucket.  Whoever draws God’s Servant has to leave the room.
4. For remaining members - God’s Authority - gather together and have 1 person draw chore from

Chores bucket.  This person can change for each round.
5. Once chore has been chosen, have God’s Servant come back to room.
6. Have God’s Authority read,

• “As God’s Authority, you must complete the task of.....(fill in with chore)...night now!”
1. Have God’s Servant complete quick chore, then come back to group.

• Feel free to add countdown clock if you want to shake things up!
1. Repeat game until all household members have been God’s Servant.

Text (LOTS TO READ, split among household members) 
Genesis 37:1- 4, 12-35, 39:1-23, 40:1- 41:14, 41:39- 46, 45:1-11

Devotional Questions
• Why did Joseph’s brothers sell him into slavery?
• In what ways did God use Joseph under Potiphar’s household?
• How did Joseph react when being mistreated by Potiphar’s wife?  Why?
• How did God use Joseph while he was in jail?
• What did God provide for Joseph because he got to interpret Pharaoh's dream?
• In the end, what does Joseph understand about the authorities and treatment God allowed in his life?
• How do we feel when we believe we’ve been treated unfairly?  How do we react to unjust authority?
• What can we learn from Joseph’s example?  How can we change to be more like him?
• How do you think God will use the authorities and treatment in our life for his purpose?

Conclusion
• Just like in the game, we’re always going to encounter authorities and treatment that seems unfair
• But despite the authority or treatment, God always has a reason for why it’s happening (like to clean

the house!)
• When we focus on learning from God in those moments, as Joseph did, we have the opportunity to be

used by God in ways we could never imagine
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